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Climate Prediction Center’s Hispaniola Hazards Outlook
For USAID / FEWS-NET
May 17 — May 23, 2012

» A decrease in rainfall over Hispaniola is expected to help alleviate flooding concerns.
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Legend is very general, please
see description for details.

- Flooding

Short-term Dryness

Drought

During the last observation period, a moderate to locally heavy rainfall was received over many local areas of Haiti and the
Dominican Republic. Weekly precipitation amounts ranging between 30-100mm were observed mostly over the Dominican
Republic, with the highest totals (>50mm) received in the central highlands of the country. The rainfall distribution observed
during the last week marks the fourth consecutive week where estimated rainfall was above-average. The anomalously wet
conditions have resulted in moisture surpluses ranging between 50-100mm for most of the island over the last 30 days. The
highest 30-day precipitation surpluses have exceeded 200mm (3 times the normal amount) over northern and southern
coastlines of the Dominican Republic. Several consecutive weeks of above-average rainfall in May have likely sustained the
threat of flooding, landslides, and damages to infrastructure. For the upcoming outlook period, however, models suggest a
moderate decrease in rainfall, with more seasonable amounts ranging between 30-50mm over the next seven days. This is
expected to reduce flooding threats into late May, and help mitigate saturated conditions observed throughout the island.

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity whose purpose is to provide objective information about food security conditions. Its views are not necessarily reflective of those of USAID or the U.S. Government. The FEWS NET weather
hazards outlook process and products include participation by FEWS NET field and home offices, NOAA-CPC, USGS, USDA, NASA, and a number of other national and regional organizations in the countries concerned. Questions or
comments about this product may be directed to Wassila. Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-763-8000 x7566. Questions about the USAID FEWSNET activity may be directed to Gary Eilerts, USAID Program Manager for FEWSNET, 1-202-
219-0500 or geilerts@usaid.gov.



